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F the diftates of a heart, ſincerely de- 
4 ſirous to cultivate. and recommend 
the practice of thoſe duties which conſti- 
tute the dignity and happineſs of our 
nature, be acceptable, as by that alone 
of the Chriſtian religion 
can be manifeſted to nations or people 
who fit in the region and. bade of derk- 
2/5, perhaps the fo 
may merit attention. 


| Where I may be 
ben of my AtanuM, to have been 
agitated with an over. heated tem- 
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Chriſtianity, it was becauſe I perceived 
their practices and conduct in life ſo con- 
5 picuouſiy repugnant to their profeſſion, 
that the moſt ignorant profligate could 
not be inſenſible of 1 it; and thereby the 
; beſt- reaſons that can be aſſigned for et- 
cleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments entirely defeat- 5 
ed. For the preſervation of public tran- 


BR: quillity, and the peace. of ſociety, civil 


5 powers have thought their- co-operation 
With them abſolutely neceſſary: and 
Where could” it be more properly and 
uſefully exerted than among the loweſt 
Claſſes of their reſpective ſu djects ? Their 
temporal and ſpiritual wants are, by 5 


|| _ the civil magiſtrate, ſuppoſed to be the 


1 immediate and ſole object of the clergy' 8 
care and concern; and the private exer- 
ciſe of their miniſteriaf duties; as enjoin d 

2 9A their 1 79 85 Maſter, the beſt ſervices 
E ny 
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they can render ſociety for the proviſion 
made for their maintenance. Their con- 
nexions with the worldly wiſe, and ſelf- 
conceited part of mankind, expoſe the 
religion of their Maſter to the deiſtꝰ's re- 
dicule, and by their 8 ſupineneſs and 
neglect of the executive and humane 
part of his miniſtry among the poor, 
leave them an eaſy prey to men of 
factious and ſeditious principles to 
diſturb the peace of the country, 
which has exempted them from any 
other laboùr than that in Chriſt's vine- 


* 5 


Lately an enquiry was ordered to be 
made after papiſts, to aſcertain the num- 

ber 1 in London; Was there'any to aſcer- 
2 rain the number periſhing for want, or 
+ ready; — this evil, to be the diſ- 
' . | turbers Na 
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turbers of its peace, when opportunity 
offered? Could the deſtructive princi- 
ciples of popery, ſo ſeemingly terrible 
to proteſtants, be more effectually ſtem d, 

than by their clergy's viſiting the inha- 
bitants of the precincts of St. Giles, &c. 
with the prophet's loaves in one hand, 
and oil i in the other, inſtead of their re- 

| Ligious refinements in doctrine, which 
| e poor cannot ſenſibly taſte of, unleſs 
. the belief of rranſubſtantiation? 


eee eee an 5 


ing ignorant of the true nature of Chriſ- 
tianity, and ſtrangers to the living ope- 
rations of faith, which can only qualify 
| them for Chriſt's miniſtry, I hope to | 
9 neee being more inclina- 
ble to the charitable than the ſevere ſide. 


Had 1 attributed a their condutt to any 
7 other 
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other cauſe, I would have been afraid of 


laying a crime to their door, which, 


a8 Chriſt — will not be forgiven. | 


1 have ad avoided cenſuring | 


the receiv d doctrines of any religious 
eſtabliſhment or community, becauſe 


foreign to my purpoſe. Had meh's 


minds been more intent upon the execu- 
| tive part of Chriſt's religion, than in 


framing Creeds for its preſervation, :1 


am perſuaded much blood would have 
been ſpared, and many gone quietly | 


to their graves, with conſciences void of 
offence toward Cod and toward man that 


Chriſtianity would have been compriſed 
in one univerſal ſyſtem, and its Creed 


ibe new and great e. Aae N 
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Where I n uſed che Phraſe, my 
Conntry, it is ſometimes in a limited ; 
ſenſe, as a ſubje& to the Crown of Great 
Britain; in others, as a citizen of the 3 
world, and a ſubject to her univerſal 
Monarch 1 _— 1 e 

Y to any defets 61 inaccuracies, 

1 hope for the candid reader's indul- 
gence; and that he will ang judge of 
me ere to al ENDS of 

| intentions, VVV 
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My SR 8 wall; be chiefly: 
employed upon ſuck paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture as ſeem moſt neceſſary to be 
conſidered, and in vrhich my country is 
moſt eminently concerned. Such as I. 
have ſlightly touched upon in his firſt 
| * will be further rend. Leaving 
N | ps ov - 
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the doftrines previouſly imbib'd to the 
reader's ſerious conſideration, to ſtand _ 
or fall, to be rej jected or confirmed, ac- 
cording as a ſincere mind ſhall deter- 
mine: for upon his honeſty and upright- 
neſs in the determination his happineſs 
depends. | 5 


e 


Upon the whole, if a ſincere diſ- 
poſition of mind, diſengaged from the 
clogs of religious human ſyſtems and pre- | 
judices, can enable me to recommend 
the belief of Chriſtianity to the deiſt, 
and enlarge its bounds beyond the little 
narrow limits of bigots and enthuſiaſts 
of all denominations, 1 ſhall think I 

have not troubled the public in vain, in 
a concern of the utmoſt conſequence to 
- humanity. 1 
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4 SERIES OF THOUGHTS o 
8 CHRISTIANITY, 


AS DEDUCIBLE: FROM: THE SCRIPTURES OF THE 
OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT. | 


E miſtaken notions of Chriſtianity, 
1 'wiſing from the propenſity of the 
mind to temporalities, being the ſource from 
bFhence iſſue all our errors in religious mat- 
ters, and Which extend their evil influence 
cover the political and moral concerns of every 
Chriſtian community, muſt be a matter of 
the greateſt concern to every perſonz whole 
heart is not e r | 


| It is a matter of great doubt with mez 
| whether the evils ariſing from this ure 
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with which every Chriſtian country is ſo 
ſenſibly and apparently affected in their mo- 
ral and political conduct, are not ſuperior to 
| thoſe of all the reſt of the world beſides ?— 

The preſent diſtrated ſtate of Poland con- 
firms it. | 


© Syſtems of faith, and articles of belief, 
calculated for the formation of religious eſta- 
bliſhments, can anſwer no other end than 
enflaving the minds of the vulgar and credu- 
lous part of mankind, who are apt to fix 
their dependance upon them; and, from their 7 | 
many glaring abſurdities, freeing the reſt from 
4 that compunction of mind, Which reflection 
. might lead them to: for their ſelf-conceit, 
and aſſumed pretenſions to wiſdom, go no fur- 
ther than being juſt capable of diſcerning the 
| weakneſs of the weapons taken up by the 
a compilers of creeds for the defence of Chriſ- 
tianity, and the victory they yainly imagine 
bo have obtained, like the malignancy of an 
| evil Rar, influences, the whole of their con- 
| [P26 | * NR] duct 
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duct afterwards. See, ye worldly minded | 
prieſts, how Chriſt is crucified i in their hearts 
chrough your ignorance of the genius of his 5 
religion! while the poor, timorous, PS 
humble, are lulled ley by your earth-born 
doctrines. 8 | 


From 100 abſurdities broached by the theo- 
logiſts, ever ſince the days of the apoſtles, 
have ſprung up the moſt audacious reviews of | 
the Ohriſtian faith. s. 


Riga eſtabliſhments, like human laws, 
may be thought uſeful for the governing of 4 
ſuch as are not deſirous of learning how 
to govern themſelves; but to ſuch they are | 
imminently dan gerous: for though they are 5 
productive of intolerable burdens being laid | 
upon their ſhoulders, which the prieſts will 
not touch with their little finger, yet cannot 
avail thoſe who bear them. True wiſdom, 
which is, the knowledge of Chriſt Feſus, and 
| Him crucified, can only procure our nr 


From, ſlaviſh nn on rites and cere· 


monies, doctrines and commandments of mens 
and bring us into that glorious liberty to, 


which the goſpel of Chriſt invites us. But 
ſhe muſt be diligently ſought for, as we ſeek 


for fine gold, being oxl v found of them who 


diligently ſeek her. Eternal length of days. 
is in wiſdom's right hand, and riches and 


| kqnours are in her left; therefore, truly wor- | 
thy of our purchaſe, even. at the expence of 
| ALL we have, counting, like St. Paul, the. 


Joſs of all things gain for her. Man has her 
price put into his hand, and cannot fail of 


; bb. var ſo attentive to ornament, and 
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| obtaining her, if he will, with his waoLE - 
bert, look towards, der holy temple,” and. 
raiſe his affeRions from garth, from whence 
© his body-was formed, to heaven, from whence. 
his foul, deſcended 5 to the hole of the pit 
from, whence. he was, dug, unto, the Rock, 
from, whence he was hewn.. How humili- 
ating the thought of our bodily compoſition, a 
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r An 


chat l which we are TY 


plot 


- anon 1 muſt Chriſtianity be 


: thruſt out of doors by one part, and molt i Ig- 
5 POrABETy and enthuſiaſtically embraced by the 


other, to as little purpoſe as hugging the ſun 


or moon: —Muſt the religion of Jeſus, be- 


gun with peace on earth and good will towards 
men, be attended with no better conſequen- 
ces, in nations wha profeſs, to believe it, than 


that of Mahomet, begun with fire and 


fword?— Muſt the religion which Jeſus 


meekly vouchſafed to preach on earth, end 
| with the inſtruments by which Mahomet's S Was, 


eſtabliſhed, before the reſtoration of Iſrael 


can take place? Yet an event moſt. afſuredly 


true, foretold by. the prophets, and "RE . 


a dn n. 


Trab a. ye. 3 for whas' „ 
not likely a- far off rejoice ye who wait for 


00 Son of man's coming, . 


wal: 
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n emed and full of ol! .. The feed of 
the woman ſhall bruiſe the head of the ſer 
pent— The ſceptre mall not depart from Ju- : 


dah; nor a law-giver from Iſrael, [from be- 
teen his feet] until Shiloh come, and unto 


q him ſhall the gathering of the people be ; 


When the Mefliah ſhalt be cut off, but not 


for himfelf, for he ſhall confirm the covenant 


with many—an end of the daily ſacrifice 
made, and an everlaſting righteouſneſs 


dugdi in When the iron and clay, which 


compoſed the feet and toes of Nebuchadnez- 


zar's golden image ſhall be ſeparated 
When the earth ſhall produce the Shiloh, as 
the whale did Jonah * When Chrift's 


wheat ſhall be ſeparated from the ſerpent's 
chaff—When the ſaints ſhall be heard from 
beneath the throne, and requiſition made 


for their blood When Ezekiel's river, iſſu- 
ing like a ſmall ſtream from the threſhold 
of the temple, f agen become r e and 
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| ker waters reaching to the healing of the ri. 
vers of all nations.“ Tremble, I ſay, ye un- 
believers, for the promiſes made to Adam, to 
Abraham, to Iſaac, and to Jacob, which 
operated in the hearts and minds of the holy 
| prophets, actuating and directing all their 
prophetic ſayings, and at laſt confirmed by 
Chrift dn, cannot fail. BY 

Shall. my country 2 flattered any * 

or any pretend to heal her wounds before 
they are probed to the bottom? No, ye. 
prieſts : and rulers of her religious eſtabliſh- 


ments, ceaſe to decieve, by flatteries, the weak, : 


and harden thoſe that are wiſe in their own. 
conceit, through your profound ignorance 
of the genuine ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and 
hearts unacquainted with the power thereof. 
Has not your total ignorance of its. doctrines 
multiplied much idle and vain babbling ?— 
Do you not take the people's money for that 
which is not bread, and their labour for. that 
which ſatisficth not? Are che woes denoun- 
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dea by Chriſt againſt the Jewiſh doors and 
teachers leſs applicable to you than they were 
to them in the days of the viſible appearance 
of the Son of man on earth? No, but rather 
doubled againſt you, ye Chriſtian teachers 
becauſe Chrift's firſt appearance was not a2 
| greeable to the idea the Jewiſh nation had 
formed of it, thetefore believed they not in 
him, as the promiſed Mefliah. How much 
more culpable are ye then, after profeſſing 
Jeſus'to be the Son of God, equal in powet 


1 and glory with God, and to receive him as 


your Saviour and Redeemer, eveh in the T 
humble ſtation he took upon him when be 5 
7 denounced t thoſe woes! 


tha not your total Mii of Chriſt's 
miracles and parables expoſed them to the re- 
dicule of the beaftly and ſenſual wiſdom of 
5 this world, before which ye have ignobly 
fallen, becauſe ye are not of the true ſeed of 
thoſe by whoſe hand deliverance was given 
unto Iſrael from their enemies, but like Jo- 
5 _ 


4 N 
11 


ſeph and Azarias *, actuated by vain glory 
and worldly diſtinctions, having your hearts 
carnally minded, and ſet upon the things 


of this world, therefore wholly incapacitated 


from being the able and ſucceſsful champi- 
ons of n, church, and of his e, 


pid o our e cds. 1 to | 
_ proclaim his Goſpel, and the ineſtimable pri- 
vileges thereof to all nations, that all who 
embraced him and his doctrine, ſhould, thro? 
him, the promiſed ſeed, be partakers of all the | 
benefits arifing from the accompliſhment of 
the promiſes made to our fathers, Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, and to their ſeed for 
ever, and yet the teachers and preachers of 
it, have their conſciences ſeared as with an 
hot i iron, and their hearts barricaded as with 
gates of iron, againſt the entrance of the 
eternal ſpirit, ever ſtanding at the door for 
a EWIGANGE, wo adopt them for the true 128 E 
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and July them for the able and irreſiſtable 


afſerters of. Chriſt's cauſe? Can they be the 


faithful guides of the people to Chriſt, who 
are from under the influence of his holy ſpirit ; 
and in effect ſay, We will not have this man to 


rule over us? How ſhall the poor humble flock 


be led into the rich paſture, when their ſhep- 
herds, are not only unwilling to enter them- 
ſelves, but hinder their flocks from entering. 


likewiſe. : 
ae 


There are a ſect of 3 . the fre- 
quent uſe of the Lord's Prayer in public aſ- 
ſemblies. 


How few of thoſe who repeat it, do it other- 
wiſe than as a child in ſchool its leſſon“ 
—Can you, ye blind guides, fay, Our fa- 
ther which art in heaven—when ye have not 

| 8 received 


[| 


For which of ye, pretended ſhepherds, 
once you get your foot into the devil's net, 

into the ſnares of church dignities, defire. | 
not your. whole body es * | 


of imac — — 
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received the ſpirit of adoption, which can 
only entitle you to the glorious privileges of 
being Chriſt's brethren, and joint heirs with 
him in his father's kingdom? Hallowed be 
thy name — 


when every day it is prophaned 
through your negligence, and ignorance, of 
that reverence which is due to it from your 

actions, influenced by a proper temper and 
_ diſpoſition of mind? Thy kingdom come 
when your whole conduct tends more to the 
eſtabliſhment of the devil's than that of 
God's, and of his Chriſt's ? Thy will be dane 
on earth as it is in beauen when the will 
of God is refuſed admittance into your hearts, 

and are wholly engroſſed by the things of 
this world ? Give us this day our daily bread 
when you are not ſatisfied with the 
needful, or daily ſubſiſtence, depending, 
through faith, the doctrine you. preach to 
others, that your bread ſhall never fail, and 

your water ſhall be made ſure, . but troubled 
with Anxious cares for that which, like the 


man in the Goſpel, may not live to en- 
joy? 
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joy ? And forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſ{ us.. hen im- 


mediately after offering up this petition, ſeve- 
ral times in the courſe of your morning ſer- 
vice, ye are found dancing attendance at a 
levee, and ambling in the moſt public places 


of reſort? What, cannot even the Lord's | 


day, the day more peculiarly ſet apart for his 
holy ſervice; be exempted from this ridicu- 


lous and bare-faced treſpaſs ; when, by the 


proviſion made for your ſupport, your whole 


time is purchaſed for his ſervice; for the uſe 


of his people? Ds ye not conſider the ag- 


gravated nature of Your treſpaſſes, who, 
though the law gives you a right to take the 


people's money, yet, in God's ſight, ye are 
only looked upon as encroachers and treſpaſ- 
ſers upon their property, devourers of widows 


| houſes, and oppreſſors of the needy and fa- 
 therleſs, if ye do not the work you hire your- 


ſelves to perform, and employ your whole 
time, after the example of your maſter, 


and of his apoſtles, in diſcharging the duties 


ee eee BY BE EE of 
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of your office. Equity, conſcience; and 


juſtice, demand it; and do not the ſolemn 
proteſtations you make, upon your admiffion 
into the ſacred office of Chriſt's miniſtry, 
render your ſituation truly and imminently 
dangerous if you do not exert your utmoſt 
efforts to perform them? Be careful how 


you retain the leaſt degree of rancour and ma- 


levolence againſt thoſe who may have inju- 


red you, in your temporal concerns, charac- 


ter, or vain eſtimation you with to hold in this 


world, when you make this ſolemn appeal, a 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us: and 
_ conſider that their treſpaſſes are only on what 
affects you here, while yours are upon God 


and the ſpititual concerns of the- people 


committed ts your charge. Lead us not in- 


to temptation, but deliver us, from evil— 
when on every ſide, you look for the things of 


this world, church preferments, which cauſe 


the love you owe to God to wax cold in 
your hearts, and ſubjects you, indiſputably, 
to that evil you hypocritically pray to be 

exempted 


; 4 Tas ALARUM. 
. from? Unleſs you ſay this prayer 


in your hearts, and repeat it in all your ac- 


tions, vainly do you aſcribe the kingdom, 
| the power, and the glory to God, becauſe - 
you cannot expect to enjoy the ineſtimable 


privileges thereof, as his ſubjects, but only 


- confeſs a truth, which the devils believe, 
and . at. 


| ende « eſtabliſhments, has been the 
means of proſtituting divinity, the knowledge 
of Chrift, and Him crucified, as a mere ſtudy to 
qualify men for church dignities and be- 
nefices, but no farther minded than as ſuffi- 

ceient to anſwer this purpoſe ; As that of law. 
phyfic, or any other ſcience, for the procure- 
f ment of worldly objects: whereas the deſign | 
bf ſtudying the Goſpel ſhould be to regulate 
eur affections, and diſpoſe them to actions of 
benevolence towards all men, and to miniſter 
unto them in every diſtreſsful ſituation to 


which humanity is ſubject. True ſympa- 
iis which i is-the beſt criterion. of a rational 
| | belief 


» 
| 
5 

* * 4 ” 
: 
, 
* 


THE | ALT'ARUM. I 


belief in Chriſt, the eternal Spirit, which 
actuates, upholds, and gives exiſtence to the 
great, the univerſal whole, will ever find oppor- 
tunities of exerciſing itſelf to the approbation 
of Him who directs and agitates it; for even 
a cup of cold water, given from this principle, 
ſhall not loſe its reward. No worldly nor ſel- 
fiſh conſideration can poſſibly bias it; nor 
ean the exerciſe of it be confined to any 
bounds : where it is not thus univerſal, but 
reſtrained to the little narrow limits of 
friends, ſect, or country, it is not that fym- 
1 pathy which can avail us, when the Son £4 ; 
man 8 T 0 Ln revealed. N 
The lies RED of the chuck; is nor N 
| that vrhich conſtitutes the character f 
Chriſt's minifter. Such as aſſume this ſacred” 
office' ought to conſider and imitate the pat- 
tern ſet before them by Chriſt and his diſci- 
ples, who went about continually doing good, 
by min iftering unto the various wants of eve- 
ry one who. came in their — and Seine 8 
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of relief, whether from hard or r ſpir tual 
evil "OP 


They ke. + to 88 upon eee BY 
peculiarly dedicated to works of tenderneſs 
and. mercy; and, inſtead of being ſeen at the 


5 tables and levees of the great, ſuch as think 5 
x they have no need of a phyſician, ſhould be ever 


min Mering comfort to the poor, the helpleſs, 
and the ſtranger, viſit ting the ſick and him 
that. ts in, priſon, ſeeding the hungry, giving, 
drink 10 the thirſiy, and claathing the naked :. 
ever reflecting, that, in ſo doing, they mini- 
fter unto Chriſt himſelf, and that, without 
it, they ſhall hereafter meet with this dread- 
ful ſentence, depart from me ye, curſed, into 
cverlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his, 
| angels; ; becauſe, inaſmuch as ye have not done 
theſe good offices to one of the leaſt of theſe 

| his s becthery, yeha ave not done them to 3 


5 7 | 


Unleſs the 1 of Chriſt diſpoſe % 
hearts of his profefied miniſters to Da, du- 
ties, 


a 


\ 


EN 


am ee of 


ties, they are none of his; but wolves in ſheep's 
cloathing ; for only by the practice of them 
is the Goſpel religion rendered ſuperior to all 
others which went before it. Theſe are 
the fruits, by which a true knowledge of | 
the genius and ſpirit thereof is manifeſted ;* 
and, without them, the eſtabliſhment of its 
doctrines anſwer no better end than that of 
any u N A whatſoever. - ww” | 


As this kind of Fa not conſti- 
| tute any part of the duty of our eſtabliſhed 
eecleſiaſties, there is too much reaſon to 
conclude, without breach of charity, that 
they look upon the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtian 
worſhip, in no better light than that of 
heathen, juſt neceſſary to help the execution 
of civil laws, by keeping the minds of 
the weak and ignorant, in a flaviſh fear 
of ſpiritual puniſhments in caſe of reſiſtance; 
thus acting i in concert with civil eftabliſh- _ 
ments, in taking the people's money and their 
| labour oy that which availeth not, and re- 
3 e ducing | 


your temporal views and ſecurity. Ve pliant 


SPIRITUAL huſbands and fathers of the peo- 
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| ducing them to hardfhips, diſgraceful. to 2. 


Chriſtian country. How dexterous are ye. 


in diſpenſing them? Ve can leſſon or aug- 
ment them at will, as your reſpective i be. 

tereſts diftate, and bring them into the 
aſſiſtance or reſiſtance of any mode of go- 
vernment, as may be moſt propitious to 
and venal tribe, have not the marks of your . 
cloven feet appeared. conſpicuous in every 


country, where ye are eſtabliſhed, i in times.of 


public 'commotion ? not in the road which. | 
leads to peace, but in that Which leads to 
widen the breach, and lacerate the wound.. 


Dd 


1 he feſt inflicurere of Chriſtianity, or TE 


the days of the apoſtles, denied the lawfulneſs 

. of marriage to its prieſts, leſt matrimonial 

connections might leſſon the diſcharge of 
tdeir ſpiritual duties, and thereby the great, 


noble, and extenſive exertion of them, as the 


ple, 
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ple, ſubſide in the little, low, and partial 
duties 8 ee huſbands and fathers * * 

To this day marriage is refuſed by. the Ro- 
miſh church to her prieſts ; ; but though their 5 
lives be ſuch as argue them to be as little from 
under the dominion of worldly and carnal 
luſts, as the laity, and thereby the reſtraint 
attended with worſe confequences than the 
permiſſion of it, yet this does not prove 
matrimony to prieſts to be juſtifiable, becauſe 
they ought, by their vocation, to be better, 
and do better than other men, otherwiſe 
their pretended call is a mere farce to live, 

with their families, as free-booters, upon the 
induſtry of others. No man can be quali- 
fied for a Goſpel miniſter, who is not able to 
_ exert his moſt ſtrenuous efforts to riſe ſuperi- ET 
or to every temptation thereto, and conſei- : 
entiouſly endeavour, by ſuch gradations as 
the E of our nature can W e admit of, 


* 7 Cor, vii. EY 33. 
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2 to be able to nch into the eee 
of Chriſtianity, and the hidden ti fures ( 
thereof, towards attaining: the true meaning 


oc the firſt, and eſtimating the real value of 


the latter, the better to explain them to the 
people; which can only be done by a mind 
diveſted of every other conſideration : for 
they are myſteries and treaſures inconceiva- 
"bly incompatible with every object humanity 0 
is liable to be affected with, and, therefore, 
not diſcoverable but to the ſincere, the dili- 
ws: and ſelf-diſintereſted enquirer. . Were 
they otherwiſe, they could not anſwer the 
TH as * ere ane K 


W . b | 
ſhe lighted a candle ¶ reaſon], and diligently | 
bought for it till the found it, and when 


| - found, ſhe rejoiced more over it [more ſatiſ- 


faction the received from it] than over all ſhe | 
4 before——When ſhe looked for it, her 
9 were intent upon ie, and gave not 


tt | 


© : 
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over the ſearch. till ſhe found it—ſhe thought 
not on what ſhe had left, but looked for it, 
, as if her whole ae on her n it. 


. 1 hear our ME Ne {4-45 REY 
ws is able to imitate Chriſt's diſciples and 
apoſtles, who were endowed with-extraordi- ; 
nary gifts, which have ceaſed ever fince their. 
days? Be ſtill, ye hypoctites ! Is not God 


the ſame to-day as yeſlerday? and do ye dare 


to call in queſtion his willingneſs to - beſtow 
them upon ſuch as ſeek for them in the way 
he has directed, having your hearts freed 
from every obſtruction to the revival of his 
holy Spirit, ſeeing ye have undertaken the 
performance of the ſame miniſterial offices, 

and ſtand in need of the ſame affiftance? 
Are the immortal ſouls he has committed to 
pour charge leſs valuable in his fight, than 
thoſe committed to the charge of the apo- 
ſtles? furely not: Will he not then freely 
beſtow on you the ſame means for their ſpi- 
ritual. * as he did to the apoſtles, if, 

like 


1 * 


: £9 
/ . : 
: R 
; 
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like them, ye ſeek for them with "ew * 
— ; p.5657 MK 
Neither am I inſenüble of the little mean 
ſubterfuges you are capable of having re- 


Þ - courſe to, in order to reduce the principles of 
Chriſtianity to a level with your carnal 1 


minds. The ſophiſtry of the clergy in all 
ages, ſince the Chriſtian æra, appears evi- 


dently calculated to reconcile worldly objects 


with heavenly ones, by explaining away the 
force of Chriſtian duties, and eſtabliſhing an 
hypocritical hope in their room, to quiet 

the minds of their deluded followers. They 
do not conſider, that unleſs an union with 


| the eternal ſpirit is begun on earth, it cannot 


be accompliſhed in heaven; and that while 
our hearts are fixed, or even, in the ſmalleſt 
degree, attached to worldly objects, and our 


minds agitated with them, there is an irreſi- 


ſtible bar to a commencement. of it here. 


{ 4 : "> 3. 4 
5 1 is a q m4 
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Where is the exerciſe of faith, or in what | 
manner can it be exerciſed, if not by ma- | 
king. the removal of every. impediment to 
its beginning here our conſtant ſtudy, in 
ſpite of the devil [the evil imaginations of 
our hearts], the world, and the flaſp? Where 
in can the dignity of our nature, and the 
exalted origin of our ſouls, be more eminent-. 
ly manifeſted than in this glorious and man- 
ly ſtruggle for freedom from the dominion 
of theſe ignoble luſts? Glorious, becauſe 
a very difficult taſk; and manly, becauſe the 
whole ſubordinate creation looks unto MA x, ; 
| as the firſt fruits of the ſpirit, for its delive- 
= 5 rance from the bandage of corruption, to which 
| it has been unwillingly ſubjected in hope ; for, 8 
ſays St. Paul, the earneſt expectation of the | 
creature waiteth. for the manife lation of the 
ſons of God, when it ſhall be brought 2 | 
the . Wen 4 his children. © 8 


"Yau mated] 5 plainly ſhews you to be 
the deſcendants of Balaam in practice; who, 
W 
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by holding to the things of this world, with- 


ed to live the life of the wicked, yet vainly 
and arrogantly hoped to die the death of the 
righteous, and whoſe aſs reproached him for 
his blindneſs and ſtupidity. I will not pre- 

tend to define what language the creature 
. ſpoke, becauſe it has puzzled ſo many of : 
your cloth, who, like yourſelves, have been | 
unable to enter into the ſpiritual meaning 
F and intent of ſcripture, given by inſpiration | 


= fl Gd; to be profitable for doctrine, for r ref, 
er correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs 1 


but ſurely the creature ſpoke the language of 
nature, eaſily interpreted by a prophet, 


| {whoſe obſtinacy and apoſtacy would not even 
ſuffer him to diſguiſe its true meaning the 


language ſpoken to this day, when you hear 


the thunders roll, and the groans of the 
bleeding victims — when ye ſee the earth | 
trembling with internal commotions, and 


hs beafts of burden 1 ſinking under their 
loads; ; 


' 
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loads ® ; all which Pn the e of 
man. 


| Seeing ſcripture is given ) inſpiration” of 
C.,, the ſpiritual meaning thereof, can only 
be obtained by the affiſtance of his SpRIr. 
—TFo them who are inclined to live after the 

fleſh, the meaning is hid, being uſeleſs, be- i 

cauſe they ſhall die, — To them, who through 4 

the ſpirit do mortiſ the deeds. of the body, the = | 

meaning is open, its ſpirituality being indiſ- 

penſibly neceſſary, becauſe they ſhall live t; | 

and that the man of God may be perfed,' = 

: thoroughly furniſbed unto all good works . St. . 
Paul fays to Timothy, that from a child, he 

nad sun the Holy Scriptures, ſignifying, that 
we muſt come to this fountain of living waters 

with unprejudiced, unbiaſſed, and diſintereſt- 
ed minds, as a child before it is capable of re- 

eeiving any impreſſion, | becauſe they ALONE, 


® Row. vill, 22. f Rom. vi, 23. 
1 2 Tim. i, 27. 8 
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are able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation. Sent 
faith which i ts in ny it ä 


vet, ye ITY you will not. come 100 
this fountain, as children, capable of reap- 
ing che divine virtues of its waters, but as 
men, fully confident of your ſelf-ſufficiency | 

and ability to _—_ its waters, and, like 
"Anne doors, y ſpecious pretences, hold 
forth your nd obſervations for the true 
definition thereof, and infallible for every 
diſorder, though | your own prove you to 
be utterly ignorant © of the Preparation ne- 
aol for the efficacious reception of them, 
and —_— to their healing Oy 
It's enough if you enjoy the 2 of your : 
rho — 10 keep the lions from the door, 
like the ftrange nations which were tranſ- 


| Planted in Somaria , you pretend to fear the 
Lone, while ou ſerve and are devoted, to 


Y 


2 , xvii, 24 7 85 WF 
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your own gods +.— — 


labs, and continue to have your heads ſha- 


ven, that ye may ſtill remain the ſport of 


Hy and deiſtical Phil Mines. 


Alas} ain e ted bjedhrens yo ehidliaa 


of Facoh———of IsRAEL I who are now no 


where a nation, Do the 5 Chriftian,. the 
moſt Catholict, the moſi Faithful Kings and 


defenders of the faith, with the whole tribe 
of Chriſtian princes and rulers, hold domi- 
nion and ſovereignty in the Chriſtian Sama- 


ria, through the hypocritical and monthly 
worſhip of 7f-ael's Gop; yet continue, with 


their people, to facrifice, in their hearts, 
unto. their own gods, while ye are wan- 


derers throughout the earth for the ſame 


crime] for as the ſtrange nations did, who 
| ſucceeded your fathers in the Jewiſh Sa- 


maria, ſo 4. they, in the nn 


3 e. xvii, * 


LF * 


Sa . the 
toilets, to the arms and knees of your Dali- 
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2 Tu ALARM. 
this day. But be comforted ; for great and 
conſpicuous - are the promiſes made unto 
you; by God, through his prophets——The | 
f land, the Kingdoms of the tarth; ſhall yet 
be yours——For lo, faith the Loxp, by his 
prophet Amos ty Twill command, and I will 2 
Af the houſe of Tjracl among all nations and 
in that day will I raiſe up. the tabernatle of | 
David that is fallen, and claſe up the breaches s. 
| thereef——that they may poſſeſs the remnant of 
Edom, and Wy all the heathen which are called 
by my name and I will bring again the 
| ehptivity of my people: e Iſrael, and they Bal 
Juild the waſte cities and inhabit them, and they 9 
Fall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof ; 
they all alſo make gardens, and eat the fruit 
E of them. And I will plant them upon their land, | 
And they ſhall no MORE be pulled up out of their 
land which 17 have given them. Though hi- 
rherto a diſobedient, ſtubborn, and perverſe 
5 1 88 yet, in tant — * the Son 


5 t Chap. ix, 9, 5. | 5 | 
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ef man ſhall be revealed in all his glory, 
and veſted with his father's power, ye ſhal! 
be a willing people, faith the Lok, by his | 
ſervant David——when all the ſinners of his 
People ſhall die by the fword, which, ſay; the 
: evil ſhall not overtake nor prevent us w. 


| 
: 
i 
ij 
2 


| Theſe are promiſes - made on the eve of _ | 
-  TIfraels kingdom ceaſing to be any more a 
kingdom unto this day, and therefore re- | 
mains to be accompliſhed. The prophe- 
tick writings abound with them ——— 
" faith the LoxD, -. by the great prophet 
' Tfaiah, who + propheſied on the eve of 
Judah's kingdom In that day ball 
t up an enſign for the nations, and ſhall aſem- 
ble the outcaſts of Iſrael, and gather together the 
diſperſed of Fudah from the four corners of the 
 earth+; Iſaiah ſays t, that the Lord ball ſet 
bis hand AGAIN the SECOND time to recmer 


VG * # 


; 1 Amos, ix, 10. *F Tſaiab, xi, 142. 1 id, xi, 11. 
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the remnant of his peaple. And Zachariah 5, 
that the Lozp twill bring them AGAIN out of 
the land of Egypt, &c. and be ſhall paſs through 
the ſea with afflition; and ſhall fmite the wavts | 
in the ſea, and all the deeps of the river ſhall 
am up ——the pride of Afyria ſhall be brought. 
dun, and the ſceptre of Egypt foall depart 

| away——The ſceptres of the kings of the 
earth, who now heldeth ſovereignty over 
them, ſhall for ever be broken for they 
ball be 48 migbty men, which tread down their 
enemies in the mire of the fireets in the battle, 


and they ſhall fight, becauſe the LorD is with = | 


them, and the riders en horſes ſhall be confounded 
their high looks ſhall be brought low, and and 


their proud aſpects changed into mean and 
abjeft ones—they ſhall be as though the Lord had 
not caſt them off : for he is their Cod, and ha 
N will hear them'*, and e * jou 


PI 


# F® 


ne 
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5 ws in his name, faith the Lord +, for great 
is the hol 1 dota in the midf . 5 
Here both e plainly agree in "hs | 

deliverance of the Iſraelites from their Egyp· 

tian ſtavery as the firff powerful interpoſition "ON 

of God in their favour ; and allude to their - 1 

final} recovery from captivity, from among 1 
all nations, whither they have been u £ | | 
unto this day, as the June: OY. 


— 


Here the | Hal meaning of Egypt's 2 — 
plagues, and the vials of God's wrath, men- . 
tioned by St. John .. is ſeriouſly to be con- 
fidered. —— The firſt deliverance of Iſrael | 
Was not effected, but at the expence of YN 
Pharoah's over-throw; and that of his whole . | 
hoſt in the RED ſea. Their ſecond not to e © = 
accompliſhed but by the treading of the Wine | 

22 preſs of the wrath of God, when ELOOD ſhall. | 
come up even unto the e N 


1 Zach, X, 12. 4 deus, xii, 75 * Rev. mY 7. 1 * 
5 19, 20 e 
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The prophets, chiefly allude to Chriſt's 


ſecond coming, as the miniſter of his father's 
wrath, Iſaiah 8, in his prophetic viſion, 
| ſees HIM travelling in the greatneſs of his 


 frrength, with died garments from Bozrah, 
where the LORD hath a ſacrifice, and a great 
Slaughter in the land .f. The prophet. 
repreſents Him a8 "treading the wine-preſs | 


ALONE——ſays Chriſt, in the Goſpel®, when | 
the Sox of man cometh, ſhall he find faith on 


the earth ?——and by Ifaiah's hallowed lips 
—and of the people there as none with me: 
er I will tread them in mine wer, 


and trample them in my fury, and their b 


foal be Jori nkled upon my garments —— for 
' | the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the 
year ef * redeemed i is come +. 3 
4 a fp. 47 f 3 
3 hope J will . gie IRE orb Chri- 
ſtian brethren, . by being of opinion, from 
this awful queſtion of 1 25 thats ns: bis 


* 


n 0 4 
J 18, Kili, 1. 'S Ss xxxiy, 6. * 255 xvili, 8. 


1 Iſaiah, Ixiii, 3, 4. 


ſecond 


A 
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fecond coming, when he ſhall be cloathed with 
his Father's power, and authoriſed to take 
poſſeſſion of all the kingdoms of the earth in 
his Father's name, the Jews are the moſt. 

likely people immediately to enlift under his 
banner. That faith in the promiſes made 
to their fathers, will then moſt powerfully 
and inftantaneouſly lead them to that in 
Chriſt, which will be effectual for their 
complete recovery from 0 captivity from a- 
mong all nations, and the permanent eſta- 
bliſhment of their happineſs, together with 
5 that of the whole IsRazr, of GOD. St. 
wm John ſays“, and there were ſealed, an hundred 
and forty and four thouſand, of all the tribes of 
the children of fraue. What an amazing 
number, out of a ſcattered and diſperſed peo- 
ple, topartake of the benefits of the firſt reſur- 
rection Here the firſt ſhall be laſt, and the 
« laſt ſhall be fin. The firſt who profeſs | 
faith in Chriſt ſhall be the laſt to practiſe it 
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—the laſt to receive Him Arrzn tis 
I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which 10 
man could number, of all nations, and kindred "IF 
and people, and tongues —— What, no mention 
of Chriſtians, but all lumped with heathens ! 
of the Jews a number of each tribe were 
ſealed —— yet none of all the Chriſtian 

churches? No—not even of thoſe of Cal- 
vin. and Luther's inſtitution? No——why _ 
this neglect of my Chriſtian brethren——the 

only people who call themſelves. by the name 
of CurisT ?——Had, the true nature, or 
| faving efficacy, of faith begun to be miſun- | 
derſtood in St. John's day, its operations vi- 
/ ably diminiſhing, and an hypocritical one 
eſtabliſhed in its room ? Yer member 
Chriſt's awful queſtion and where Hz, | 
HIMSELF, hath placed you, in that day, 
when ye ſhall come, yea MANY of you, and 
ſay, Lord! Lord ! Have we not propbeſied in 


thy name, and i in _ ae done many Woendrons 
986 '$ 
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e 3 hypocrites, conſider, and 


moſt ſeriouſly ponder in your hearts, the na- | 


ture and true meaning of Chriſt's awful 
queſtion, ſhall he find faith an the earth on his 
ſecond coming? leſt a triumphant Jeſus prove 
as much a ſtumbling block to you, as a cru- 
ciſied One did to the Jews; and REMEMBER 
the dreadful conſequences of your error 
the Jews have yet a remedy in ftore—a ſtore 
of prophecies in their favour, yet remaining 
to be accompliſhed. but where will your | 
hope be, —— when the book of prophecy 
hall be ſhut*, and the book of life opened + 
 —when' for the over-ſpreading of abominations, 
HE ſball make deſolate even until the conſum- 
mation, and that determined ſhall be poured 
upon the deſalate, +—-why, in the place of the 
| hypoerite's, which ſhall periſh. —— As the 
_ eaſtern kings were brought from a: far to ac- : 
knowledge Chriſt, ſo ſhall the Jews be ga- 
thered from all countries unto him. The 


» Dan: xii, 9. f I Rev. V, 5. i t ibid. ix, 27. 


Fings, f 


1 


— "Ye, a little more- 
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kinks, with Gr gifts, were led by a * to 
the place of his birth ſo ſhall the Jews 


f and heathens with their treaſures—as Chriſt 
ſhall then be a ſhining ſtar from one end of 


the earth to the other. But ſtop 


As the Jewiſh doors could not bas | 


the prophecies of the Old Teſtament relative 


to Chriſt's fir/t humble appearance, from thoſe 
relative to his laſt, the object of their hope, 


can the Chriſtian doctors diſcern the allu- 
ſions in the New to his ſecond coming, which, 


— 


55 am afraid, will be the objea of their fear ? q 


Chriſtians, leſt in that day ye be found to be 


the children of Judas Iſcariot, who carried 
the purſe, and betrayed him into the hands of 


his enemies with a £185, with a profeſſion of 


belief in Him—and like, Judas, become your 
| | OWN exec utioners*—remember you carry the 
purſe now—the cup of the New T eee 


in HIS _—_ * 


. This thought further illuſtrated hereafter in creating of 
Chriſt s paſſion and crucifixion, | 


4 9 1 4 ; 
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Now, ye Chriſtian prieſts, how much 


have ye to fear, from the accompliſhment of 


theſe prophecies, which I have but lightly 


touched upon at preſent, on your account, 
becauſe, by your profeſſion, you dare not 
preſume to call in queſtion their authority, 


let you endeavour, neverſomuch, by the aid of 


ſchool-jargon, to conſtrain their application 


to paſt events, that you may continue to ſleep 


bn, and take your ren. Do ye conſider, how 
much your fluggiſhneſs and idolatry is ag- 
gravated by the many living witneſſes of the 
diſperſion of the Jews, an dof the continuance 
of God's diſpleaſure with them, while your 
kings and princes hold earthly dominion, 
and arrogate to yourſelyes, and the coun- 


tries where you are eſtabliſhed, the name of 
CursTIAN, though more obſtinate and 


e idolaters than ever the Jews were. 


| In the days of their PO nt then were 
no nations rejected of God, after having 


| bam benny and viſibly choſen by Him, 


and 


3 Tur ALARUM, 


and whoſe inhabitants were Amed to be 
Wanderers, without a ſettlement, and with- 
out a name, to ſerve as enſamples what they 


. were to expect, if they continued not to de- 


vote their whole heart to the God of Iſrael. 
But it is otherwiſe with us, —Extraordinary 
has been God's forbearance towards Chri- 
ſtians, being now near 1800 years fince the 
commencement of their æra, and upward 
to the recovery of Iſrael from Egyptian bon- 
dage, to their rejection and diſperſion, not 
more than 1540. But why ? becauſe no 


ner temporal diſpenſations of his grace is | : 


to be expected, nothing now remaining 
but the dreadful accompliſhment of che 
greater and moſt awful part of the prophe- 
—_ and a fearful Eng * US POR : 
q 1 In thus levellivig at the prieſts al FO 
ers of the Chriſtian religion, I would not be. 
underſtood to aim at thoſe of any particular | 
" communion. In ſuch where the beſt provi- 


ſion is made, and the greateſt preferments to 
[ 5 


. , * 


be expected, there are more temptations to 
enter unprepared upon the work of the mini- 
ſtry: yet 100 l. a year may be as much the 
object of the ambition or deſire of a taylor 
ſon, as 1000 l. is of that of a nobleman, or 
modeller of laws ſon. With reſpect to the. 
true knowledge of Chriſt's religion, I be- 
lieve the prieſts of all eccleſiaſtical eftabliſh- 
ments are pretty much upon a par, and ab- 
ſurdities, in that caſe, unavoidable; whence. | 
the many differences in doctrine and wor- 
1 ſuip, which have given riſe to ſo many reli- 
I, gious ſects. As to thoſe itinerant teachers, 
who diſſent. from all eſtabliſhments, and are 
not regularly brought! in at the door of any, 
1. ambition, avarice, ſelf-conceit, . or the . 
of that obſcurity which a compliance may | 
_ ſubjed them to, will perhaps better. account. 
for their conduct than any ſuperior benefits 
arxiſing from their firy miniſtry poſſibly can; 
therefore I ſhall leave them, with their fol- 
5 lowers, to the phantoms of their own ima - 
| gination, which W no dete . 
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than e lbs, langen ack elf-ortngited: 
miniſtry of thoſe for whoſe ſuppors —— 


* 


& R 


ain Bi boaetages in ob: 5 
proſeſlons, who praQtiſe, t to the beſt of- their 
| knowledpe, the duties of the nainifiry, 'tho* 
not able to enter into it with chat Angleneſe 


of heart which the Goſpel requires, and, 
through the weakneſs incident to Humanity, | 


unable bo diveſt themſelves of the prejudices 


of their early education, in order to avoid 
thoſe errors in doctrine common to all eſta- 
bid mente, Which fubject them to the cen 
fire of men not under the influence of a 
ny: but let ſuch take care what ſpi irit they 6 


are of, leſt. pride and felf:conceit render 


them more obnoxious to God, and contempti- 5 
dle in the eyes of diſcerning men, than thoſe | 
e honeftly, not knowing better, adhere to 
 theptinei ples inſtilledints their infant minds,” 
and afterwards cultivated i in. their reſpeAtive 
_ divitiitey ſchools © for it is eaſter to diſcern 
faules than beauties.—we ſooner ſee the mote 


'in 


In eur brother eye than the beam in our 

on. — And more propitious are the incli- 

1 nations of the heart to Satan's nnn 
85 ance thas that of Truth's, 


72 Aw 
3 road he is in, till reaſon convinces him there 
* is a better, and more ſafe one. That whick 


8 man adopts without felf-conviction, is 


| ſurely dangerous, and attended with i innu- 
merable embarraſaments in his future cons 
duct. Till men arrive to a cool. and ſedate, 


| — = benevolent and an honeſt diſpoſition of 
1 mind, aQtuated by a love of God and of their 
% E abſtracted from all religious 5 
= - tons, and werldly ee 1 
7 e "CCONUNE mi 


- bf 


ty to the religion they were Ns 


| bf what denomination ſoever; forhead-ſtrong = 


. youth, to quit the maternal road before they, 
are capable of walking without leading= 
firings, are generally involved in a labyrinth 
of thorny and perplexing paths, unguarded e 
Haingoſe e to the. renal all 


5 \ : with 5 90 


= Tus NLARUAM: 
vnn which thi 


7. abound, and become worſe 7 
and more dangerous members of . ſociety, 


5 chan if they had continued i in the Pk others 
had trod before them. 


; When they arrive to theſe diſpoſitions, they 
are then, and only then, capable of judging 
for themſelves. The true criterion of it 
will be, a mind ſincerely diſpoſed to peace 
and unity with all men, in order to enſure 
that tranquillity and ſtedfaſtneſs neceſſary to 


conduct them to the right road, and enable 


them to purſue the knowledge of God with- 
out -interruption, till they arrive to a ratio- 


| nal belief of that religion-which is moſt ac- 
ceptable to Him. He who-is ſincerely diſ- 


poſed to this purſuit can find no room in his 


| heart for engendering and fomenting ran- 
 cour 'againſt-thoſe who take other ways of 
1 obtaining it: for God, in being enquired af- 
5 ter, demands the whole heart, and the ut- 5 


moſt exertions of the mind. He looks not 


| from-this «read "to Mes: 


TT 
Opie. 


Tux ALARUM. = ag 
_ -againſt the many impedimen ients and bin- 
_ ,drances. the enemy has thrown in thoſe of o- 

hers, leſt he be in danger of loſing it; but 


4s ever attentive, to the proofs which every 
ſtep he takes preſents to his mind, to confirm 


and eſtabliſh him in it: he finds his ideas en- 
larging, and his mind emerging from dark- 


a neſs, being now able to read and underſtand 


| the many directions for it, which he never 
obſerved. before. Exultingly- he proceeds: 
and ſuch is his encouragement, that every 
advance he makes he is ſenſible of his fatigues Ln 
| diminiſhing, and his ſtrength increaſing. | 


- | Now he rejoices, that his mind is effectually 


freed from her confinement and inthralment, 8 


and e herſelf over ATL. 
1 it 
Had. Ml 5 maxim im apreſ'd 
upon. his mind by divine authority, Seel 
Ant the kingdom f heaven, and. all other 
| things ſhall be added unto. you, before he be- 
gun the conqueſt of the world, perhaps he 
would have firſt drawn the ſword in his own 


* 
* ry 2 Y 1 
1 
= 


„ 


*. Tun ALARUM. 


| Heart, and given freedom do bis mitiũ frbm the 
prejudices of his education andthe dominion 
| | *fhis luſts; and not havefound himſelf, after 
the conqueſt of the world, and arrogating 
Fe uinich, the baſeſt of flaves. But chat kind 
= of conqueſt poor Alexander knew Hothind 
_ of==«the glorious proſpect exhidited in he. . 
goſpel to Chriſtians was hid from his eyes; 
** remarkable is his ſaying, when atked, 
anquelts mould be given, or 
kw diſpoſed m To THE MO worruy, | 
I true Chriſtian can ſmell odoriferous 


_ OI . 
> i — THE n | 
le 64 e Quan, <6 akin. 


and errors of religious and civil eſtabliſhments ES 
15 kgnify nothing, his wart being prey ouſiy for- „ 
| tified againſt their infection, and enabled to 
walk without their direction. He ſeeks by 
exumple only 5 | 


N * : by 4 \ 
| % | 
4 . : I 8 1 1 
i . - . ; 
"s. " . 1 8 
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The- OY henevalence of a real Chrifs.. 
tian is ſughy; what he would; not, for the ſake. 

of propagating his religiqus opinions, endan- 
ger the peace and tranquillity of the maſk ſa- 
vage nation, much.” leſs that of hin own. 
eee e on- : 
ly to ha won, to what is conſiſtent with, their 
happineſs, by works of tenderneſsand.mercys, 
and æ meek; exertion, of them.---He, has . 
courſe: to na. force, or warldly. allurewents,. 
no ſyſtems of: doctrime, or articles, of faith, 
but: to the ail of ſympathy. and love, in orden 
ts diſtend their hearts to the da e the. 
fune: duties Aa alle. 


4 


How different 4 4 554 Ui "a of 
nominal Chriſtians with, che heathen nations, : 
_ which. ayarice and love, of. carthly dominions, 
: 3 to their „ 3 


27 * 
N 
b - ” 2 1 1 * 
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| According to 5 3 8 conver- g 
fon adopted by Chriſtians among them, un- 5 
der the Wdeminatian of propegating the 


10 0 a 3 
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| denounced by Clin e hes at the EY of our 


Chriſtian prieſts 45 for do not their proſelytes 
become two-fold more the children of the de- 
vil than themſelves , being actuated by a 
blind adoption of their doctrines, to eruelties 
ſhocking to human nature, and unknowr 

when under the influence of their native 


principles, which their inſtillers dare not o- 


penly profeſs or practiſe, in civilized nations. 
They care not to what heights of cruelty 2 
their proſelytes are carried to in heathen 
countries, in Se to accompliſn thei * 
worldly views, fo they retain the e 
of e Ne at home. Een | 


| This 5044 be a caution to men how* 
ally adopt religious principles; ; for; if im- 
plicitely, they are capable of being uſed as 


5 : nen of eruelty i in the hands of deſign- 


* Math, mit. 15. rens. mg matte thy 


Wy 
— 


** 
* — 

- 
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many eee the Chriſtian . has | 
ever ready, to execute their infernal pur- 
Poſes, in which their prieſts are aſhamed Vir 
Mn. nn 5150 pave 


FP 


Poor Simon Magus, who lived i in the iron, 
the APOSTOLIC age of Chriſtianity, when 
the Goſpel was not to be purchaſed, being in 
the hands of a few inflexible- and uncorxup- 
-tible-men, who, tho? poor in worldly wealth, 
ſet an ineſtimable price upon it; what a pity 
thou didſt not live in our golden and effemi- 
nate age, where we have ſuch plenty. of the 
Goſpel, that we have enough · to barter with 
in all the nations on earth, wherever” we 
have the ſmalleſt. encouragement or tempta- 


1 tion to carry it. !. O bleſſed effect of exten 


dive and unlimitted commerce |. eries the 
n Chriſtian bypocrite.— 


* WY" 
s. 


Every nation * her own method of vend- 
ing it,---ſome make it more palatable than 
others the firſt and moſt extenſive. traffickers 


an com W threrte 
| if the povr creatures they AHE laid their paw 
Upon; if a wry face was male ab their mer 
modi of admintfkring it, and, wich ag * 
| grace, gave them heavenly for earth re. 
- thus ſatisfying their conſciences for the moſt 
| horrid cruelties practiſed under a > diabolical 7 
Influence, 


„Siner ten ths Gabe! bas Been Wa- 
Gelled, and, under the ſanction of popiſh ard 
proteſtant powers, propagated in Aſia, Africt,. 

"Kid America, under às many different forms 
And dreſfes, as there are relipious eſtabliſh. 
ments and fects in Europe; thus effecting by 

varivus modes of doctrine and worſhip a dif- 
"than the ſwörd, which neverthelefs, if the. 
poiſdn does not operate Faſt enough, is not 
neglected by the moſt refined Chriſtian 


powers, when opportunities and remprations.. 
offer for. drawing. it. 


Fe Hutfdfts, frting in FR „ür mY 
we — to whom we have had acceſs to 


e „ 
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| propagate the glorious light of the goſpel = 
hat a woful plight would you have been 
in had not your darkneſs been of à ſpiritual 
nature, otherwiſe, I am afraid, you might | 
haye remained under its malignancy fam 
the days of che apoſtles until now, if youp 


temporal light and bleflings had not invited 
an es gur van eur ſpixitnal! 


But to return to Simon M; us----had be 
dived in our days we could only hank ſold 
him that Which Philip gave him for no- 
thing, baptiſm with water and the name of 
Cnkisriax: but he wanted the vivifying 
and operative quality of Chriſtian faith, 
which I am afraid the apoſtles have carried a- 
Way with them, none af its effects being now 
_perceivableIWe live now by ſenſe, not by 
faith—we have the huſks to ſell, but none of 
could procure it—Had he diyeſted himſelf af 
= carpal ——— be would not haue 

5 | - fought | 


7% 


. — 
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* 
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'®; 


dwought more from Peter, than he had befor, 


. 
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teceived from Philip; for he would ſoon have 


found out its living quality, had his heart 
been firſt dead to the things of ſenſe, and his 
mind diſpoſed to exerciſe it in the ſphere it 
was deſign'd to move in. — Would that our 
miſfionaries, among heathen nations, were 


actuated with Peter's noble ſpirit, and could 
in their hearts ſay to them, as he did to Si- 
mon, THY "MONEY 'PERISH, let your metal 


remain in its mines *till the Maker of all 


things reſtore it to its proper uſe, and the de- 


Fign for Which it was formed; and, by ex- 


ample, convince them they had nothing elſe in 
view * their pie; ag andeternal mn 

Whatever might be ſaid in Side of © our 
Chriſtian cob-web ſyſtems of morality, and 


of that charity and benevolence which 
Chriſtian: nations may boaſt of a8 more pecu- 
luarly belonging to themſelyes than to any o- 
chers, I believe their practical virtues are far 


from . thoſe of antient Greece and 


GS, * 


14 


Rome in their civilized heathen ſtate. To 


draw a compariſon between the practical vir» 


tues of Chriſtians and Mahometans, as they 


now exift, it would be a difficult matter to tell 
Whither Chriſt or Mahomet's voteries would 


. carry the prize. What the viſionary ſyſtems 
of Chriſtian powers hinder them from openly 


effecting, they do ſecreetly with cunning and 
deceit. — The open practice of vice a- 
mong heathens, and the ſecret gratification of 


it among Chriſtians, may occaſion. a very 


uſeful queſtion, Which i is moſt productive of 


| evil Nature, even the moſt ſavage, is ſoon 
ſhock'd at a ſcene of open barbarity, and 


therefore ſoon cloſed—but when practiſed 
behind the curtain, and under the maſk of 


. Chriſtianity, where does it end? Were we to 


trace the blood med from its firſt eſtabliſh- 5 
ment to the preſent, it would be found to be 


one continued ſtream, So much has the 


deſign of Chriſt's holy Goſpel been mifunder- 


ſtood and its br e 


t 


* 


ö 
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40 ſecure the door of their hearts 5 


—.— — 


tians love of gold outweigh that of the hea- 


hens. —— Chr iſtians, by their barbarities, 


| firſt induced them to think there were ſome 
extraordinary virtues in it, elſe, a8 they 


chought, bow could the deadly poiſon of the 
crimes they committed for ſake of it, he 
eradiated from their minds—Had it not been 
For Chriſtians the poiſon of Mexico and Peru 
TC in their mines $0 this 


_ 


Ve Chicas 6 . ho 2 wich 
death at home thoſe who Real to ſatisfy 


tir be. yet ſtick at nothing to encou- 


:obbery and murder abroad to ſatisfy 


} your avarice. | The bighway-man, who puts | 


L 1 1 . 8 We. 8 


„ RR Ol 


5 
902 


Hanges, ne you not only dimurd the. 
peace of foreign communities, but hold 
chem in continual” fear for their lives and 
Properties, The crimes your ſubjects co. 
mit at home are but of 2. milky nature in 


compariſon to thoſe which antient Chriſtian 
powers , authoriſe abroad, and modern re- 
Ened ones wink at, and itently allo w. 


My nation, theſe 150 years paſt,. has been | 
ſending the diſturbers. of her peace, as io 
many frebrands, among the "nations of 


other countries,. and' now they have ſpread 


defolation. among the heathen, eftabliſhe® | 
a footing in their country, and poſſeſſed: 3 
| themſelves of as much. of their choice: 
wealth as- they have hitherto been able to 
gorge down, fy, Nero-like, upon their 
mother who fed them, and nurſed them 
upon her vital ſtrength But well ferved,. 
: becauſe ſhe has had recourſe to blood for 


their nurture, and been negleAful, | moſt: 


blindly neglectful of this maxim, becauſe 
of * boaſted refinement. and purity of — 


-_ 0 
—& ear. 


REES 


'B Ghriſtian ſyſtems, - That- out ef evil no 0 
en pris chat plants placed in a-bloody | 


foil will produee bloody and diſagrecable 


* 1 


1 2 


- 
. ˙ a —— 


— 
— — 2 — . —— 
r — 4. 
* 
— - ö 5 * * 


* 


0 how my 7 country "i loſt herſelF i in airy 
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ſpeculations, and ideal excellency of civil 
and eccleſiaſtical. conſtitution, while the 
things ſhe has ſet her heart on are operat- 
ing faſt towards her deſtruction— The boys 
of gold has undone her, and her practices 
to obtain it has opened A way to the belief 
| of the neceſſity for pouring out the vials of 5 
i. God's wrath upon. the earth, when Anti- 
| { chriſt) ſhall, be brought down, and the Ba- 8 
bylon of, the world deſtroyed by fire, and N 
eaſt into the ſea. Indeed I tremble for 
r country; ; for, there is no nation on earth 
: to hom St. John 8 deſcription. is more ap- 
| plicable. than to N more of this 
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"Mit my brethren, whether Chriſtians, or 
Jens! remember a continuance in well-do- 


Y FY Ks + >. * o 
. | 2 8 % 


ws 


* ure 9 * 
« x 1 


# 


Tax ALARUM. 55 g 


ing and a patient waiting for the bleſſings . 
in ſtore for the ſincere and faithful, is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for all who wiſh to be 


renioved from the evils of this world, and 


to obtain a rational and well- grounded aſſu- 
rance of happineſs in the next That 
the only proof we can have of doing ſo, ; is 
a peaceable and well - diſpoſed mind, truſting 
in our Creator, the Maker of heaven and 
earth, the SyiriT of the WHOLE, that 
He only js able to bring order out of confu- 
ſion, without any of our efforts, farther. * 
than a meek ſubmiſſion to, and confidence- ; 


in Him, abſtracted from every other ſup- "Rap 


port, or conſideration.—A heart diſpoſed to 


Him enhy—He only has the diſpoſal of thoſe. 
things which we covet when we get them : 
in a way he has forbid; they become a curſe, | 
but if obtained through Him, a. blefing— - 


= 


He muſt be firſt folind before the gſence of 


his riches can be taſted Without Him, we 


* by the evil One deceived wich the droſs 5 
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eee vith che chaf in- 
lead of „— e 
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N 'To dete mute 1 kd, perhaps ſingly, 
That He who made ALL, can only know ; 
how -to diſpoſe of it to the advantage of” 
' thoſe who make him the ſole object of their 
defires That 4 God worthy of being fo; 
ſtands in no heed of bur endeavours to bring 
any other ſtore into his treaſures, than a 
ditpofition and eapatity to partake of them, 
by being thoroughly ei of the hufks, 
which, like ſwine; we have been feeding 
| rſpon—exteriial inſtead of internal food—a 


tak ſufficient for the employment of all 


our thoughts, and equal to the ſtrongeſt ex- 


erxtion of out mental powers. That a 


% 
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man can only aſſert the divine origin of his 

exiſtence, by riſing ſuperior to the evils of 

humanity, and, in ſpite of the devil's bird- 

ume, which has faſtened him to che things 

of this world, exerting his utmoſt endeavours | 
| IE to 


ing away, and like ſalt that has loſt its ſa- 
vour, caſt into the dunghill,---That a man, 
| becauſe of the, degeneracy of the world, 
ſhould. ſtoop down to worſhip the golden 
image for fear of the firy furnace, though 
ſeven times heated, deſerves not the name 
of a Ma That Chriſtianity exiſts 
only in that man whoſe heart is actuated by 
a loye of God aboye all things, and of his 
neighbour as himſelf, and conſtantly exer- 
:ciſed in works of tenderneſs and mercy. 
Phat the man before he can be thus influ- 
| (enced and employed, muſt firft be diveſted 
of every carnal attachment, in order to pre- 
parxe the way for Chriſt's reſurrection in his 
beart, threugh whom only he can ſpiritu- 
ally exiſt. That thoſe who neglect it 
on this fide the grave ſhall hereafter behold 
Him, with died garments, whom they have 
C iruciſied in oppoſition to the clear light of 

die ann n 
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exiſted, ſhaking their duſt from off his feet, 
the acquiſition of their ſerpentine diſpoſi- 
tions, as a witneſs. againſt them, and col-. 
lecting all the ſweets of univerſal nature, 
the produce of his ſpirit, for his faithful 
| followers, leaving. them only the duſt, the 
ſerpent's food, with the fire of. his wrath, -to 
e 
feed upon. That thoſe who not quit 
. all for Chrift's revival in their hearts, the 
SerrT of the Univerſat- FATHER, are 
not worthy of being adopted, through Him, 
Into the glorious. liberty, the extenſive and 
_Inconceivable privileges. of his BxETHREN. 
—That to the nominal Chriſtian, wo 
. 7 "aw not this ſacrifice, the promulgatian 
of the. Goſpel, the belief of Chriſt's -cru- | 
g 1 _.___"etfixion and reſurrection at Jeruſalem, no 
i Wo more avails him than the heathen who: never 
2 = heard of them, otherwiſe the heathen: world 
Bj | would indeed be truly the objeẽt of pity and | 
== "on, if the bare belief and hearing 
| . of theſe things were effectual to ſalvation. 
By That he who How God and 'worketh 
right 
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5 " righteuſurſe of what Jehomitiation ſoever, & 5 
accepted of Him, through Chriſt, kis ſpirit, 


operating in his heart, influencing and di- 


recting him to the love of his neighbour; and 
to do unto him as he would ſhould be done 


unto himſelf.— That, tho ignorant of 


- the name of the ſpirit” to whoſe guidance 
"he" has thus ſubmitted, | in ſpite of every 
worldly allurement, he is no ſtranger to ita 


benign influence, nor doubts of permanent 
happineſs being che reſult of a mind thus 
| diſpoſed--That the internal name is that only 
which is received or rejected i in the book if | 


"Tfe---That" a Chriſtian, in his heart, may 


be 4 heathen, and a heathen a Chriſtian 


---That Chriſt is as near to write his name 


in the heathen's heart, open d to receive Him, 


as in the Chriſtian s 5 and regards not thi 
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outward name, if in ſole poſſeſſion. of the 


| heart, and maſter and diſpoſer of its affec- 


tions, --- That the kingdom of heaven con- 


| fiſts not in meats and drinks, ſyſtems of faith, 


rites and ceremonies, doctrines and com- 
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"Ho Glof-—-nr in external forms of doct- 
ine and worſhip, but! AP the noble ſenſations 
anten the erereiſe af works of love and 

A ds our neceflitous brethren 
charity practiſed from precept, or 
| nce i * Aeelrine, is that which St. 
"Paul ſaxs Hgnifies nothing---that the chari 
0 o Chriſ the eternal ſpirit, is that 

Mhich ariſes. from the pure fountain of a heart 
Ws by algve.of Goch, the truth of which 
dan an be manifeſted þy works of tender- 
neſs and mercy towards our fellow creatu tes, 
ef what denomination ſoever.— And, to 


// conclude for the preſent, that without them, 


a. com pliance with, : and the ſtricteſt obſer- 
vanee of the moſt refined ſyſtems of doArine 


f | and worſhip, i is but as the crackling of | thorns 
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